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Message to Legislators: Cap It! 
30+ Organizations join with Coalition of Labor, Religious and Environmental Groups to 

Advocate for Lowering and Capping Monthly Fixed Charges for Electric Customers 

 

Energy & Technology Committee’s Public Hearing 

10:00am in Rm 2A of the Legislative Office Building 

 

State Capitol, Hartford - On Tuesday, February 24, dozens of participants and allies of the 

Connecticut Roundtable on Climate and Jobs will wear their caps to the Capitol to encourage 

legislators to roll back dramatic increases in the monthly fixed service charge for residential 

and small business electric customers. 

 

Residential fixed charges have more than doubled in the last decade, while small business 

customers have seen their rates jump by nearly 80% since 2007 (from $25 to $44.25 per 

month for Eversource customers).  Connecticut’s residential customers now pay the highest 

(Eversource; $19.25/month) and second highest (United Illuminating; $17.25/month) fixed 

charges among customers of any major electric utility in New England. 

 

The Connecticut Roundtable on Climate and Jobs is calling for passage of legislation 

that would lower and cap the fixed charge for electric service for residential customers 

at $10 per month and for small business customers at $25 per month.  Together with 

Acadia Center, the Roundtable has gathered endorsements of their proposal from more than 

30 organizations, including statewide labor groups (e.g., CT AFL-CIO, CT State Council of 

Machinists, United Auto Workers Region 9A), religious groups (e.g., Interreligious Eco-

Justice Network and the CT Conference of the United Church of Christ), business 

organizations (e.g., Spanish American Merchants Association), and several environmental 

groups. 

 

Advocates will make themselves visible at the public hearing held by the Energy & 

Technology Committee (LOB, Room 2A) by wearing caps on their heads and stickers with 

the message “Cap It!”.  

 

CT State Council of Machinists President John Harrity serves on the Steering Committee 

for the CT Roundtable on Climate and Jobs. “Let me start at the bottom line: Raising the fixed 

charge on residential electricity bills discourages energy efficiency, and damages the 



financing of renewable energy projects.  Put another way – the increasing charges fail to 

protect Connecticut citizens from the advancement of detrimental climate change, and we 

cannot afford to let that stand.” 

 

Bill Dornbos, Connecticut Director for Acadia Center, describes the interconnected 

environmental and economic impacts:“The fixed charge increase recently approved by PURA 

will impose approximately $39 million annually in new electricity costs on residential 

customers that they will be unable to avoid, even if they invest in energy efficiency or 

renewables. That’s an unnecessary burden on consumers and on our recovering economy.” 

 

“And fixed charges will only go higher if we don’t take action now,” added Dornbos.  “The 

utilities will continue to pursue increases, and PURA’s decision explicitly leaves the door 

open to future fixed charge increases. This approach is part of a national strategy by utilities 

to increase fixed charges, with states at least ten states across the country having faced 

utility proposals to increase fixed charges in the last two years. We need a cap on the fixed 

charge in Connecticut to turn the tide on this emerging consumer and environmental issue.” 

 

John Humphries, who serves as the Roundtable’s organizer, summed up the coalition’s 

position: “We urge lawmakers to pass legislation this spring that lowers and caps monthly 

fixed distribution charges for both residential customers and small business customers.  It is 

good public policy that is consistent with the state’s energy and climate change mitigation 

goals, it will support the continued growth of a green jobs economy, and it rewards – rather 

than punishes – customers who do the right thing through conservation, efficiency and 

conversion to renewables.” 

 

Launched in June 2012, the Connecticut Roundtable on Climate and Jobs is an innovative 

partnership between the Interreligious Eco-Justice Network (IREJN) and the CT AFL-CIO that 

seeks to strengthen collaboration among Connecticut’s labor, environmental, and religious 

groups in advocating for public policies that address urgent concerns about climate change 

while creating good-paying jobs right here in our state. 
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