
www.CTClimateandJobs.org 

CT Roundtable on Climate & Jobs 

 
 

Enforce the Law; Reduce the Residential Fixed Charge 

Comment on Docket No. 16-06-04 

Application Of The United Illuminating Company To Increase Its Rates And Charges 

September 2016 
 

We are participants in a statewide roundtable on climate and jobs that includes labor unions, 

community organizations, religious groups, the business community, and environmental 

organizations.  We are deeply concerned about the need to build a sustainable economy with good-

paying jobs here at home while reducing the threat of climate disruption here and around the world.  

We believe that Connecticut faces an important opportunity to address both the economic crisis and 

the climate crisis: Let’s put people to work protecting the climate. 

 

In 2015, we helped win state legislation to rein in runaway increases in monthly fixed charges for CT’s 

electric customers.  Residential customers saw their monthly fixed charge more than double in a 

decade (2004-2014), resulting in the highest (Eversource; $19.25/mo) and second highest (UI; 

$17.25/mo) in New England for any major utility.  Legislators recognized the need for change, and 

they passed a law clearly limiting what costs can be included in the fixed charge: “…only the fixed 

costs and operation and maintenance expenses directly related to metering, billing, service 

connections and the provision of customer service."  The current rate case for United Illuminating (UI) 

is the first test for enforcement of this new law. 

 

The Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) has submitted expert testimony showing that UI’s monthly 

fixed charge under the new law should be $7.63/month, a reduction of almost $10.  Electric customers 

in Massachusetts already pay fixed charges of less than $7/month. 

 

We strongly encourage the Public Utilities Regulatory Authority (PURA) to adjust UI’s 

residential fixed charge, as required by statute. 

 

Reducing the fixed charge to satisfy the law would also serve the public interest:   

 it would give residential consumers’ greater control over their energy costs – especially 
efficient users, those on limited incomes, seniors, and households with rooftop solar; 

 it would enhance the incentives for energy efficiency and rooftop solar, which are critical 
elements of the state’s plan for achieving its climate goals; and 

 it would encourage the expansion of a clean energy sector that provides green jobs for 
workers right here in Connecticut. 

 

 
Contact:  John Humphries, Organizer 
  14 Tremont Street 
  Hartford, CT  06105 
  john.humphries1664@gmail.com 
  860-216-7972 
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We urge PURA to protect the public interest in affordable electricity, climate protection and 

clean energy jobs.  Reduce UI’s residential fixed charge, as required by state law. 

 
The following people have endorsed this statement as individuals and NOT on behalf of or 
representing any organization or institution. (List is sorted by town.) 
 

NAME TOWN AFFILIATION  
(for identification purposes ONLY) 

   

   

   

   

   

   
 


