
Change!
Powered by 

People!





Ending Fossil Fuel 
Dependence 

Increasing Energy 
Efficiency & 

Accelerating Clean 
Energy 

Equity & 
Environmenta

l Justice

Zero Waste 
Solutions

Equitable Climate 
Solutions

Review: 
● Topical issues with focus on Energy and Environmental Justice issues 
● Current status and bills to focus on 
● What you can do



What’s Emerging in the 2023 CT Legislative Session
● Environmental Justice

○ Advocates are seeking to strengthen CT’s EJ Law to Require DEEP to reject permits that will add 
to cumulative impact of pollution. NY & NJ have done this

○ Eviction crisis and lack of affordable housing is inspiring important legislation on housing and 
tenant rights

● Energy Burden
○ Advocates are pursuing $1 billion over 4-5 years for energy efficiency, weatherization, barrier 

remediation, building electrification, solar and battery for low-income residents and Environmental 
Justice communities

○ DEEP proposed a bill to cap reconnection fees at $100 when a customer has power shut off
● Climate

○ Updating the Global Warming Solutions Act. Advocates seek to strengthen CT’s climate law 
proposed in a number of ways including set a 2040 target, and set sector targets (transportation, 
buildings, and electricity).

○ Stop adding emissions from buildings by requiring Carbon Free Schools and prohibiting Fossil 
fuels in new construction

○ Charging insurance companies for fossil fuel underwriting to pay for climate damage and rising 
rates



































WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

1. Sign up for an attend Sierra Club’s Testimony Training on Wednesday, 2/15 
a. https://www.connecticut.sierraclub.org/outings 

1. Monitor the CGA Bulletin and Committee’s pages for public hearing dates on bills of 
personal interest. Instructions for written and in-person testimony are provided: 

a. Bills and their status are listed on each committee’s page 
b. https://www.cga.ct.gov/ 

 3. Contact your local senators and representatives and leadership of committees 
to express your interest in bills moving forward and areas that may be improved. 

 4. Attend lobby days or your elected officials’ town meetings and SPEAK UP!! 

 5.  Plan what you want to accomplish. A short personal reason for your interest 
and fact-based justification for the changes you want is best, and follow up with an email 
with links to your data sources.  

https://www.cga.ct.gov/



